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Information overload

“Global scientific output doubles 
every nine years”

[Nature News Blog, May 2014]



Cochrane Crowd

Cochrane Crowd 
http://crowd.cochrane.org



Cochrane Crowd

Needed
tasks

Doable
tasks



The task: making it doable

Reviews are complex but they are made up of a number of rule-driven, 
systematic tasks. These kinds of tasks can be re-formed as ‘microtasks’



The task: is it an RCT?

Cochrane Citizen Scientists can see a title and an abstract and have to decided 
whether they think the record is describing a randomised trial



The task: is it an RCT?

3 possible choices



Why do people sign up?

To learn and 
develop skills

To help



Interactive (and brief!) training

Anyone can sign up; everyone has to do the training: 20 practice records
The training is aimed at the complete beginner



Quick Reference guide

A reminder 
of what 
we’re 
looking for 
and what 
we’re not 
looking for



Helpful highlights

The red 
highlights act as 
‘warning’ 
highlights to 
indicate the 
record might be 
one to Reject



Helpful highlights

The Yellow 
highlights are for 
words and 
phrases 
frequently found 
in records we are 
looking for (RCTs)



Help me decide

The Help me 
decide feature 
takes a screener 
through a series of 
questions to help 
reach a decision



Screen records of interest

You can choose to work on records in areas of interest to you. 

I’m interested in dementia so the records I get contain the word 
dementia or Alzheimer’s…



Screen records of interest

A great way to 
keep up with 
the latest 
research being 
published my 
area of interest



Add my own highlights

I’ve added some 
‘directional’ 
highlights to 
help direct me 
to certain parts 
of a structured 
abstract



And I can colour code them!

I’ve made 
Background 
and Results the 
same colour but 
left Methods 
blue



An area we plan to develop quite a bit but still very useful – especially the 
number on the right

View my performance



This shows how many records I screen and when, and also how many of those 
records were in agreement or disagreement with the final decision

View my performance



Here I can see that a record I rejected ended up with a final decision of RCT or CCT. 
Looking at it, I can see that I did indeed make a mistake in rejecting it.

View my performance



Results

900,000
classifications

300,000
citations

30,000
RCTs



Recruitment and Engagement
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Cochrane Citizen Scientists



Recruitment and Engagement

In the last three months we’ve had contributors from 85 countries sign-up



CENTRAL

‘BIN’

RESOLVER

RESOLVER

RCT RCT RCT RCT

Reject Reject Reject Reject

Reject RCT

Unsure

Quality



Quality



Cochrane Crowd: next steps

• More tasks
• Cochrane Classmate
• Crowd service

http://crowd.cochrane.org



More tasks

Is it an RCT?

Is it an DTA?
YES

YES P I C O

P E C O

Available

Planned

Identifying Describing



Cochrane Classmate

“Can I use the task for my students?”

Yes, Please!



Crowd services

Show me all known 
assessments

Help me screen for 
my review!



crowd.cochrane.org

crowd@cochrane.org
classmate@cochrane.org


